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Introduction 
Hello and welcome to the most enriching, most inspira-
tional and most all around wonderful community on the 
web. My name is Ellen. I’ve been a member of the Farnam 
Street Learning Community for about two years now and 
I’m super excited to show you how to start making the 
most of your membership right now.

In the Community Forum, Discourse is the platform that we use to 
talk to each other within the Learning Community.
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Navigation 
Now it looks pretty much exactly the same in your browser as in the Android and iOS 
apps, if you choose to download those. So I’m just going to show you all of the core 
functionalities right here in my browser.

From this homepage, you can navigate by category. So for ex-
ample, I can go to a virtual reading group and that will pull up 
a page that contains all of the virtual reading group threads. I 
can also sort by top topics and I can even segment that out by all 
time or just this week or today or this month.

Also you can use the search functionality. There’s 
a magnifying glass in the top right corner of your 
screen. So for example, if I want to read ask me any-
thing threads, I can just search for, ask me anything 
and that will show me all of the ask me anything 
threads that have ever happened.

Now, especially if you’re brand new, before you go any 
further, I highly recommend going to your icon near the 
top, your name and then preferences. That will pull up 
a page that looks just like this. Here you can edit your 
location and your description, your website picture. Most 
importantly your username. Once people start to mention 
you in conversations using the @ symbol, it’s going to be 
difficult to change your username, so put in a username 
that you like right now that you want to stick with.
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Now publicly, your profile’s going to look like this, so if I go to Devon’s profile, I’ll see 
his top replies, his top topics. I can also see his recent activity, the recent topics he’s 
posted and his recent replies.

And I can also message him privately using this button. 
That creates a private thread between me and Devon that 
looks exactly the same as a public thread or a conver-
sation inside of Discourse. I use it exactly the same way 
by hitting reply and you can format your text a little bit, 
bold, italic, hyperlinks, all that good stuff.
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Tips 
Discourse has a quote feature, so if you highlight something 
someone wrote above you and then you hit quote, it will au-
topopulate. It’ll look just like that and then once you post, the 
person who you quoted will actually be notified that you had 
something to say about what they wrote, which is kind of nice.

Also, let’s say I don’t have time to reply to a post right now, but I don’t want to for-
get about it. I can use this bookmark button to save it for later. 
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You can also edit your post after the fact using the little pencil and after a few 
months, posts are considered archived. You can’t edit them anymore, but you have 
plenty of time to edit your posts after you post them if you need to, and you can use 
the trashcan to delete them if you need to delete them.

Additionally, in the rare event that somebody is being spammy or inappropriate, 
you can use this flag button and you can flag the post and only the administrators 
will see this. This is totally confidential, so this allows us to keep the Community 
the best community on the internet.

Finally, if you posted something, let's say six months ago and you want to refer to 
it now in a conversation, you can actually go back to that post, click on this link 
button, and that will create a direct link straight to that post so you can refer back 
to it if you need to.
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Now if you want to start a new topic, that's done by clicking new topic right 
here. Discourse actually has a feature to help prevent duplicate topics. So as you 
start typing in your topic, it'll say your topic might be similar to one of these, 
and we totally encourage you to reinvigorate an awesome conversation that's 
already there, rather than creating a duplicate topic. Also, of course, you can 
search for whatever you want to talk about and see if the conversation's already 
been started.

Now, without further ado, I encourage you to search for the introductions thread and cre-
ate your first post. Introduce yourself and tell us a little bit about who you are and what you 
do. And I look forward to having conversations with you. And once again, welcome to the     
Community.

- Ellen
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This guide is intended for single FS Learning Community Members and not intended 
for distribution. If you would like to distribute these in your organization please con-
tact support@farnamstreetblog.com. For individual memberships, please refer friends 
and colleagues to join at fs.blog/membership/


